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An Experiment in Reality.
What would you do if you had to earn

Tour living ac an unskilled laborer? That
Is tlie r,ue;tion which Prof. Wall'r A.
Wyckoff asked himself, and then pro
ceaded to answer practically by placing
hlnmolf in the position suggested by the
hypothesis- - His experiences and Im-

pressions have been a. feature of Serlb
iter's Magt.smie for some time, under
the title, The Workeis," and it ;s wider
this title that they are pretexted now in
look form for permanency in the library
on Use shell of Social Science. As a pan
of a library on rue subject it holds an
important potation. Not alenc the nniquc-nessorh- ls

nor Prof. Wyckoff s
pleasant, natural method of recounting
then., but the value of leing able to see
unskilled lahoi in it own quartan, aid
under nonnal conditions, and the oppor-

tunity for i.ew iuinrMioii8 and deductions
on tihe knotty proMem of the heat iceans
of assisting the less fortunate brotiier,

the tpofflal strength of the mus
fcj.ge of this book-Pro- f.

Wydtoff put on old clothes one
moniiog, ami startud, aloot ami peiiniles-.- ,

from lw home en the shore or Long Island
Bound, to find out what chance h willing
laborer without any trade or IrienJs lias
U make life living and advance himself
Hit, fira adventure was. as a solicitor for
subscriptions for a mag4cliie. His recep-

tion was parallel with the iccepted no-

tion of j iKKik agent's life. He had to
clHp wood for his first inoni; indeed for
several. He remained h couple of days
at a FRm.ahaisUiigat&nrvefetfor hu living
then he beeaine a at a
jriuntry tavern, and finally found a joi

t iattn, Ml u po6fcs more of the cliaracter
if pe.manency,;. a workman mi excava-
tions at West Point. From here ha worked
ttmseeutfv el v as a l'ot.l porter, a bir.fi
m iu at ae asylum, a farmhand and as

in a lopping tamp.
One ol the significant facts which Prof

U jckoff brought out of lite experiences is
the existence of MXlal strata and pity
arisrowacyamongtne very poor and humble
o iietweeb th poor and the rich. Poverty
doe not beget abvilute oonitnunlty it
would esH In a village tailed Wilton a
clergyman gave hira an opportunity to iani
m, meal at his woodpile and invited him t
cut 1ms earnings at lite own table. The
daughter of tie house"" could not ctnueal
jl.er lesemmcnt. But this was 'ess signlfi-.oat-

tJwn tbe Social ooiidltions be found
la tiwervaiils' quarters of 'he hotel at
wlfMfc he served as porter. The negro
waiter, tlte pastry cook, the head gardener,
and ute company of Irish niaidb on double
duly h waitresses and ltousemalds took
tbeJr meals m the dinine-ioo- after the
.guests wereterved. The remnants of these
tpvg servings were then heaped upon i Mule
in-- Jang, iow, dimly-lighte- d room lietween
the kitchen uihI the diniitfr-roo- and ilterc
Uiedfelrvartrt-ertwil- porter. ibestable boy?,
aitd laundtessek helped thenselves. These
are bnt two of several instance. But
tittle was absolute acceptation on Lhort
acquaintance among tlee of bis own
Oift.

'AX t"et Poiut tlh! wimll Ijoy whe brought
itte orfuten drinking water could not
nbcleoliiid wliy he nIiuuhI be tbai'ked fur

1 was paid to do it. He
could not couiprelieud tlie abMraet. cour
tcy. The experimenter stopped to the
door of a road4de house to afk for a
mmhiK 'When an old, wan, peaked woman
.appeared lieuaditt tho heait to ak lie-t- o

lisre her bread, to he asked the way
to armthsr poiui. She didn't know, bu:
invtted lnu to come in and wait till her
Njnsome for their t!.!, and tly would
Uill Mm. The oivilitj was surprising
YSmi toe began his work a porter he nil

covered that it wat easier to get the Job
titan U, perjonu itfc funcUoiib. Scrubbing
a floor m that s and dirt
HmMf wouki mil lis tlie sequence, and how
to wiM. i) window, loomed up in the light
of a fine art In tne farmhouses lie j md
oracle nbrartet, of which a sample d

a Miitofi. a couple of volumes of
- Bmor.vHi, and ttime of Stevenn's essays

Bat the occupciith had thdr own form of
the verb, "U be." "I h" and "you
be,1' ana "we was" and "you was" d

lr,vanally into Uwir csonverotion.
Tlie reader shares the profeswir'ts qucry
of wonder whether tlKj con vennonal fornix
which Uiey found in their reading did not
fcirKie their, as oddly foreign. But more
.Hsirtficant and more Interesting than his
deltory experiences were the accretion
winch his experiences brought to his so-

cial philosophy. Summarizing his t.

a pick and shovel band'r on the
foMitdatkuib of tlie West Point building,

,be ijs.:
Tlse salient features of our conditions are

plain enough. "IVe are unskilled laborers.
Wcare35wunienind are without a traue.
In titt: labor market we stand ready to ell
to the highest bidder our mere muscular
fcWength for so many hours a aay. We are
thus in the lowest grade of !tor. We are
hare, and not higher in the scale, by ronton
of a variety of causes. Some of us were
thrown upon our own resources early In
ohfhlnood and have earned our living ever
since awl by the Hue of least resistance we
have grown to be unskilled workmen.

Bat thete men, wlai sell their muecular
strentti in the open market, sell under
peculiar circumstances. It ih all the
oapitl they have. Behind it there is no
rtborve moans of sustenance; they
'to Katisty m mediate hunger, and, there-
fore, camtot standoftfor a"reierve price."
It la labor or starve. Hu'igerls a matter
of a few hours they have no means of
meeting it; they must sell at jnce lor
wh&teer the market offers for 'h-- ir

labor. Por .me there lb the other im-

measurable pressure of wife and 'iiil-drc-

The contractor buys our labor as he buys
oUter commodities, like brick and iron and
Eione, which euler into the construction of
a new building. But ho buys of us under
oertain restrictions to us both. The law
'of supply and demand does not apply to
our laboi with the same freedom as to
otlier merchandise. We are human beings,
and some of us have social ties, which
bricks and iron have not, and we do not,
therefore, niove to favorable markets with.the same ease and certainty as these. Be-
sides, we are ignorant men, and behindwltal we have to sell is no trained intelli-gence nor a knowledge of prices and ofthe best means of reaching the markets.

There are other considerations affecting
the render cf unskilled labor. If men had
the Intelligence to discern and the means
to reach the dearest markets, ths purchaser
would invariably buy In the H-- j

has capital in the form of the iroan-- or
subsistence and can taud off for a "re
serve price' and can force men to sell
at last in tlie pinch of hunger In competi-
tion with starving men. Unskilled labor s
unorganized, it has no unions. Each m iu
must deal individually with his employer.
But nelthei Is the employer's potJliou an
enviable one:

He is 3. comnetitor in a freer market
tliau ours. He has secured his contract as
the lowest bidder, under a keener com-
petition than we know, and In every dime
that he must add towages to attract labor,
and In every dollar paid to an ineffi-
cient workman, and In every unforeseen
difficulty and delay in the work, he teesa scaling from the margin or profit, whichIs already, perhaps, the narrowest that willattract capital into the f fclti of iroductiou.The results or oi--r work are worth nothingto him as finished product until given sec-
tions of the work are completed, in themeantime he muht advance to us our wagesout of capital which is a product of past
labor, his own and ours as workingmeu,
and of other capital. And this he mustcontinue to do, even if his u argtn of profit

should whollv dlrappear, and even if ulti-
mate lobs should be the net ie6iilt of the
expendituic of-h- laLcr and capital. Ineerj cabc, before anv other commodity
has been paid for, wclme insured to us
the price lor which wel ae told our labor.

Frof.Wyckoffseeksreformfromtl.e knowl-
edge of iheMj conditions. If men were
ideal tLey would work conscientiouj
all the day long, with no nefd of MaK!i
driving from imperious overseer;.; for
being honest men, each would feel a
dignity in coutiibuting to general pnw
ocrity, and would know lie iu earning hib
way to promotion. But this hypothesis
is pacticnlly ridlcuioiiK. Ambition must
be baeked by something In the concrete.
Hissolution.vouIdbPtoorgantzclhc'gaiig."
and the labor to the employer on a
time llmlr, So much If the work is finished
in a glrnii time; so much more Kit is d

sooner. .An hm i:eci Js elected 'ro n

ti pf.iwfl o latirrrrs. It Is then that
in a true sense of the word wc have a
job. It ours. The wort io hard, but
we have an object in worKing hard. jSvery
strode of laDor is not a, listlees g

economy of effort, but an eager and will-
ing ruruieiiug or the won: toward its

and our advantage. We are gla'd in
tne progress of our jo, even if we are
glad from no niftier motive than our per-
sonal profit. We have a sense of respon-
sibility and the keen Interest which comes
of that, even if they rise from no higuer
source than our greed for gain.

Pior. Wyokorrs book is not meie ex-
perience and speculation; in parts it Js
as finely rhetorical as could be utked.
He has the terse, steeled grip on facts
which trace a line drawing as graphic
as Stephen Crane's whwc style this puss-ag-e

resembles:
No rain came to give us breathing space

In tlieaitcruoon. m.ur by Lour the relent-
less wurc went on. The sun tiati boon ab-
sorbed the last drop el the morning ram,
and now burning lot underour feet. The air quivered in tl.e heat

rrom tne stoueanu plasteralKjit ut;
the fine limedut-- t tlioked our breathing as
we shoveled the refuse Into the carts..
You could hear the muttered oath b of themen as they swore softli In many tongues
at the boss, and cursed hint for a brute.
But ccaseles&ly the work went on. Wc
worked us though possessed by a turious
numbness that kept us half unconscious of
the straining effort, which had become
mechanical, until we were brought toby some spasm or strained muscles.

(New York: Charles Scribner's Sons.
Washington: Ah Booksellers. $1.2G.)

McCarthy's "reiich Revolution"
Set en years ago .lusliu H. McCartny

gave out the flrM, volume of his "History
of the French Revolution.", Searching
for a point whence to Mart, he gave it up,
as ki many other historians have hud to
do In rospect to its causes. Bat the
i evolution concretely began to be In I7S0
and thence Mr. McCarthy started his nar-
rative, and closed his volume with the
significant event ot the fall of the Bas-til-

Since the appearance of this vol- -

uiip the historian has been lusy with many
political and ot'er llteiary occupations,
bat he has found time to complete his sec-

ond volume, which coiopas'-e- the whole
series of events embraced in the remainder
or the famous period. The work is one
which stumps hirti as an historian of lit-
erary attainment, scholarship and fairness.

With the advent of any new work on the
French Revolution the mind at once re-
verts to Cailyle's masterpiece, and heM-tate- s

to even consider the possibilities of
another writer dipping his pen In the
inks of that period." But Cailyle stands
unique and alone; unapproachable. His
is not a history In the broad sen'sc of the
word. It l an epic; a rhapsodic commen-
tary. It presupposes a large knowledge, not
merelv of the strong lines, but tlie minu
tiae of the shading of the gieat struggle.
One m,isr know the history befdre reading
Carlyle.v From him we inhale the

anil catch the color, and become
infused with the spirit. Even .Michelet.
had not the transporting powers of Car-lyle- -

He felt the terrors and triumphs the
wrongs and rlghrings.of the terrible time,
and he told what he knew and felt. But
Carlyle draws one into the midst of things.
Reading his marvelous pages is as near

as we can approach to the actual sensa-
tions of tne tremendous turnif.il. McCirthy
has none f the qualities or Carlyle. His
narru UVe is a record: an aimal; a, composite
and recasting of all the most reliable, avail
able material: a study In Tacts, and their
Inception and sequence and culmination.
Only occasionally does he permit himself
the ljury of rising out of those circum-
scriptions Into broad abstractions; growths
of inspiration. Careful and conservative
he stands for authority; whereas Carlyle
will always stand alone and tcquestered.
towerlngly, magnificently, for the spirit
of the revolution. McCarthy is a student,
Cailyle was a philosopher.

Jostln H. McCarthy Is favorably girted
to write a history of the French Revolution
for readers or the common English tongue.
Cailyle is unsatisfactory as a chronicler.
One sighs for what the world might have
possessed In the realization of Mill's dreun.
Aa Anglo-Saxo- n Is destined
to be the historian of this great social mid
political fact. A German cannot view a
French situation dispassionately. The
JLatles to the .uth have not the poise 'or
accurate gauge, for they are either

roy.il or fllghtilj communistic. A
Frenchman Is out or the question. "Witness
Use attempts' d'Herlcault, Jean Bernard,
Laeietelie, Louis Blanc, Mignet, Thiers,
Martin, Michelet, Laniartine, Tainc, I'e
Toqueviiie, and Sorel. It Is a bubject

AFrenchm.iusemsm-capabl- e

of commanding it. Returning to
McCarthy, he is logically as strong in the-o- r

as his wrk confirms him in fact. He
has the conservatism or a Briton, the wit
and perceptiveness or an Irishman, a per-
spective admirably gauged by sufficient

ciiess on a position of entire disinterest-
edness.

"We cannot doubt the appreciative trepi-
dation with which he anticipated his work
altci reading from an early portion of the
first volume this conression or the dirricul-riesi- n

impartiality and judiciousness:
The whole affair is Eo dramatic, thedaring creeds appeal so directly to the

emotions, the central figures arc so fasci-
nating and so fatal, that it is difficult
to keep cool in such acomlict, and to hold
one's reason from running to seedin hatredin ouc direction, cr blossoming into rankluxuriance of an exaggerated
In the other. The secret lies in remember-ing that all the figures of the French
Revolution were men and women likeourselves, animated by like passions, pur-
poses, virtues, railings, hopes and fears;
that amobremalnsa n.ob, whetherlt raves,bristling with pikes and capped with
crimson, around an Iron lantern, or over-
throws the railings of a park- - that wecan all turn to contemporaries of our own,
who, under slightly dirrenng conditions,
might very well have played the parts
of a Danton or a Larayette, a Vergniaud
or a L,a RochejaqueUn. Let usalways remember that wc are deal-
ing with men and women some of
them commonplace men and women; that
no fresh race of beings, either fiends or
angeis, were imeiued lor the revolu-
tionary period, and we shall do fairly well,
and come out In the end with a more
human as well as a more humane ap-
preciation or perhaps the greatest pages of
hlstorj--.

Here is confessedly th? key to McCarthy's
point of view, which he denotes appreciably
through his work the remembrance ot the
humanity of .the event. But it ib only the
temper of his- - method and not at all his
motive. That seems not to have been ithei
than the voice ot the historian seeking ex-

pression, or more especially the Irresist-
ible attraction which the subject has for
any student who dares launch on the peril
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ous seas of French rcvoIutJon.rylilstory.
However, his accomplished worJc' lsuthe
justification of whatever may have been the
Inclination fiom within, which bent iiini
to the undertaking, an undei taking accom-

plished with fairness, completeness, 'nd
scholarship. (New York Harper & Bros.
Washington: All Booksellers. 2 vols. 93.)

"The Great Stone of Simlls."
AH the late discoveries in selencp , in-

cluding the cathode ray, submarine boats
and the newest achievements of electrical,
mechanical and marine engineers, arc util-
ized by Mr. Frank P.. Stockton in his new
luvel, "The Great Stone of Sardis," a talo
of the year 1047. The hero or tne story is the
greatest Inventor or hlf age, and the hero-
ine his financial backer. TIicmj relations
llpen Into a stronger t,ie as the atftrypio-grebse- s

iinlll thslrlove for each other is de-

clared, and then both watch with a new
and sympathetic interest the development
of tt.e inventions and the expeditions an
dertaken to prove their worth and glv.-- .

fame and fortune to their originator.
The achievements ale a trip to Ike

North Pole in a submarine at , tra cling
under the ice until the open waters of
the polar sea ate reached, and then a 'rip
on the surface of the water to where it ib
'logltiidc, everything; latitude. 90

" Heie a huge buoy Is anchored,
and formal possession of the "pole rak-s- i

PHANK It.

In the name of thelnvomor and the United
States. One or the feature or this trip
is the conbtaut communication inaiiitn'ued
with the inventor, who rnoialiiS in a smull
town in New Jersey, by means or a light
submarine cable, paid out ns the vessel
progresses. The second and still greater
achievement or the inventor is accom-
plished by means or an automatic sh 'il
constructed Jo hire its way through i.iy
siibfitanee.and which, accidentally failingm
the workshop one day, tuniielcil a cjr.;u!ar.
hole fourteen miles direct Jy into .he can h.
An exploration of this aperture with the
assistance of an artesian ray, a devl
opment of the cathode rav, whfehren lerd
any substance liansparent, enables the
hero to OJif o er the jecrei of the for n itiou
of the earth to its very center. Theiucl.is
cf the world, according to his deductions,
iabugediamond,a pleceof which he brings
to the surface, giving the title of " The
Gieat Stone of Saidis," to trc Etory.

Tbe tale is told with such attention to
detail and the characters adapt themselves
to the strange conditions so well tliat one
Is otten tempted to turn back to the-tit- le

page and look at the date of issue to Insure,
oneself that Mr Stockton is not merely,
describing conditions of the day. The.
rinal chapter of the book is well "

and results in the happiness of
all the deserving. - t

There aie a few Inconsistencies, such-u- s

generally creep Into works or the kind, and
the author's elder difficult; Pcems to Wg
In fixing the feminine costume of the pe-

riod. He begins by saying ladles wore
hoopskirts, strengthening his position by
telling in the course of the story that bi-

cycles have been relegated to the past, and
that a woman on horseback would indeed
be a queer sight; but further an he de-

scribes the heroine as being "dressed in
the simple artistic fashion of the day
The falling folds or the fat.
rlcs eiccoinmodatod themselves vell to a
figure which even at that moment of re-- t

suggested latent energy and activity."
Luckily Mi. Peter Neweil, who profusely1

Illustrated the book, did not follow the
text cloe enough to spoil bin picturet by
arraying his female figures In the hideous
dress the author selected for them, (New
York: Harper & Bros. Washington:
WooJward & Lothrop. $1.50.)

"Lullaby T.niid.M
Lovers of Eugene Field and yon cannot

go Into any town In the United States
where they are not will welcome a

of his child-poem- s which is called
"Lullaby Land " It contains all the
dreamy and dainty bits of fanciful verse
ofthenurse-- j and the garden and the land
of Nod v.lth which wearefamlllarandsome
with which we are not so familiar, and the
illustrations, are plentiful and beautiful,
and just match the verbos. They have the
rare merit of being acceptable IxHh to
childish and mature eyes, quaint, Imagi-
native, comical, and charming. There are
children In pinafores and nightgowns, and
in silhouette, children with wings but
still children and children who are not of
the kind to have wings fur some tune ye';
children hugging dolls and children seeing
fairies: and theie is the gingham dog and
the calico cat, and the sugar-plu- tree,
and the wooden shoe, in which Wynken,
Blynken, and Nod sailed away into the
atmosphere. There are dolls and kittens,
and chickens, and flowers, and moons and
things. In short all that can be found
in that enchanted land where Eugene Field
loved so well to wander with his children
and his children's 'riends, may be found
between the modest dark green covers of
this Christ mas book, with a preface just
to match the rest of It. (New York: Charles
Scribner's Sons. Washington- - All Book-
sellers. $1.50.)

Field's whole career was essentially
that of a newspaper man. He was a news-
paper man by Instinctandanauthorwaenhe
had the time. His verses are of the type
which is seen in, the miscellaneous clipping
columns of the dally press. They were the
most characteristic kind of newspaper
verso, sometimes crude, often slangv, fre
quently with more bathos than pathos in
tllem, but always alive.

Bib prose sketches, published under the
title of "A Little Book of Profitable Tales,"
arc the queerest mixture of exquisite n

fancy and homely humor and patios
that was ever put together. About a third
orthestoriesareot tlielattcrtype;the others
are idealistic fairy tales The

Taller Baby" lb a tale absolutely unique
in literatuie, and 16 makes one want to
laugh and cry and woiidei which It Is proper
to do, all at the same time, especially it
oim iu a noman. The second ''Little -- look
of Profitable Tales'' appealed to exactly
tic same audience as the first one. and
very much In the same way. But ibis asa
poet that Field will be longest and most
kindly remembered; and it is as the
children's poet that no makes his tenderest
appeal to our hearts and his most subtle
trap1' lor our fancy. No one who has fallen
under the charm of "Wynken, BiyuKen,
and Nod,'' or "The Rockaby Lady of Hush-bab- y

Street," will ever forgt Eugene FWd.
No woman who has ever lost a child cn
read "Little Boy Blue" without a dimness
of the eyes and no one who had a 'ear
old ptaiidinotl-c- r uMlie sort
can help u thrill ot emotion over "Little
Homer's Slate," which the children fa .ml
ono day hidden In a trunk In the attic, and
still preserving the ragged little sk.'tci,
made by childish fingers vhfch had been

dit for a quarter ot a century, and the
legend, "Homer drew this yesterday.'
This faculty of gotttug at the tender and
pall'tlic and qtiulntly humorous side of
ordinal y life was what made Ejgeuc Tield
famous. He could express the common
feeling'4 of common people.

ll'i nnder-no- d boy im tare, too. He iw ;nr
got over being a boy. He rcme-nbere- just

In)

STOCK! ON--
.

liov. n I oy rccl when he is going through
the agony of "seeln' things at niijht,'
ami he made gray-hnire- men rememj-e- r

their e.pnrieuceh In that line and lanh.
Ilu understood why a boy Is especially
good "Juat before Christmas," and li.e
reasons Tor his badness at other times.
He could :rct on common ground with euy
small boy- - or girl, either, hi less than rive
minute, a:.d that Is a thing which some
distinguished diplomat cannot do. t

AIde rtoiu his child poemsv the LesX
things he did vverekdirectlr connected w.tli
newspapers. His character sketch jf

ISPS

' EUGENE

"Little Mack" will, preserve the memory
oOoseph B. McCullndi, as men knew :.im,
long urter all his coiiradcs and henchmen
nrc under the sod. "Dat.n. or the New
York Sun." in anothe' unrivalled piece of
American dialect vsrse. and "Casey's
Table D'hote" is a thrd- - One or his longer
poems, which is not well known as tt
debetves to be, is "A Proper Trewe Idyl
or Camelott," which "escribes a perform-
ance somewhat like those or the "Con
nectlcut Yankee nt Kng Arthur's Court,'
except that in this oaf It is a Chicago man
whoai rives. The pocirlsapecullarpotpourrl
ofold English andnevvAmerican vervne x
American American Slang rrom Chicago.
The Chicago strange! was one who was
ramiliar "with ye ve'dant bank whereon
ye wild time grows," md he made trouble
in

Field was an indlgmous product or the
soil. He quid have been what

he was crly in Amerca, arid in the West.
Irreverent, extravgait, gentle, humorous,
rantastic, regj.i ding not the metes and
bounds or any sort a conventionality, his
genius was the outgrrtvth or himself, and
It hod all of his goal and bad qualiths
ineradicably mixed. They may build him
monuments and ibsueextra-illustrate- d edi-

tions of his bcoks.butjils best monument is
intangible and undeniable. It is the mem-
ory which ha has lefejn the hearts of those
who read his verses.,

A "tsoveb Fm a Play.
Frequently novels Whlch achieve cur-

rency and success hate loaned themselves
to reconstruction in iramatic Joim, but t
Is rare that a play if made into a novel.
Some nilnoi publishrs. have used hack- -

J made stories of the Sirdou plays, but they

have been unauthoritative and inconse-
quential,,, Wilson Bairett made a narra-

tive of his "The Sign of the Crofs." This
?closes the list, save for "An Enemy
to the King," a play written by R. N.
Stephens, and acted last year by E. H.
Sothern, which has recently been rewritten
Into novel form b the dramatist. He has
displayed somethins more than clevernass
and a little lebs than genius in this novel.
The play was not a conspicuous success.
PIctorially it was beautiful, and the last
act was a wonde-fu- l piece or construction,
but one act no more makes a play
than one swallow makes a summer. Mr.
Stephens, with singular versatility, has
made ot "An Enemy to the King" a Tin?

romantic novel. It Is his first novel, yet
there Is nut a single mark of the tyro upon
it. In style and structure lb is aKskir-f.i- l

and finished as "A Prisoner ot Zendu."
Ernanton tells his own story. It will be
remembered that the play began iu tl.e
Inn where he encountered Julie. The no
develops extensively all thut leads up to
this meeting, so that the thread of the
play is nut taken up until the middle of
the book. From that on the original story
Is elaborated with fidelity. Mr. Step.'iens
is to be congratulated on a singularly fine
achievement. He may hesitate hetwren
committing hla future to the library or
the stage only because of the larger

of the latter, for he Is a better nov-

elist than a 'dramatist. The lUustmMons
aie execrable, and more's t.ie pity for tbe
inspiring clance ruined. (Boston: L. C.
Page & Co. Washington: Ballantyne &
Sons. $125.)

'CrNovol Pott's.
To renders-- wbo'Iiku tlie weird and mys-

terious, the symLolleal and sinister, wo
recommend ''The Eye of Ittar," a novel,
by William Le Queux, the author or an
other storv of similar character, "Zoralda."
The author knows his dark man's Atrial
well, anil He presses his knowledge Into
valuable service. His present book Is
the narrative, of z, an Arab,
and the n or the ICajd of the Aures.
He uses the sometimes rasclnatlng some-
times tedious Oriental btyle, luxuriant in
rigure and proruso in verl oslty. How-
ever, his story carries the reader beyond
th2 consideration ot the accident of

and he rinds himseir following
the adventuresof the Asp-stun- In the 'and
or No Return, with continued Interest
(New YHk: Frederick Stokes Company.
WsHhlngttn: AViUlatn Ballantync & Sons.
$1.25.)

"A Fountain Sealed" i another or Sir
"Walter Besaut's interesting: stories. It
Is a. romance of the early lile ot Gorge
III. King or England, and deals with a
supposed courtship wjth a Quakeress. The
probabilities arenot infringed upon, thteigh
liberties-ar- taken with Tacts. The hiro'ne
and narrat'r is-o- Hannah Lightf-xit- ,

and her story is gracefully told. (New
York: Fredericks token Company. "Washing-
ton. William Batlanlyne & Sons. $1.25

Another book by Sir Walter Besant 1ms
recently appeared, in which he Is joined in
collaboration1 with Walter H. Pollock. It
H a volume or plays for amateiirsand bears
the litlfr "The Charm; and Other Plays for
the Drawing Room." A couple of the?c
are original stories put Into dialogue form.
The others appear In thl3 form for the first
time. Tl.e little pieces tell entertaining
stories attractively and are admirably
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adapted to the exleencies to which their
subtitle dedicates them. "The Charm" Is
in two acts, but the other pieces, of which
there arc seven, are each In one act. They
aie- - "The Voice of Love:" "Peer and
Hcire," "Loved I Not Houor More,"
"The Shrinking Shoe," "The Glove,"
"The Sky," and "The Wife's Confession."
(New York: Frederic!: Stokes Company.
Washington. William Eallantyne & Sons.
$1.25.)

Th" hero of "Ramuncho" is n child if
the Pyrenees, a youth to whom nature lis s
given a strange character, disclosed in ,he
long story by Pierre Lot! It is one or
Loti's less laminar but none the less admi-
rable works. The translation , made by
Henri Pene du Eols, is not so grand ai the

translator's name. One detects the inevi-
table Fiench original of the text less by
the transfusion of the author's .pirit thi.n
by the frequent awkward Ilteralnessof he
English. It seems carelessly done. fNew
York: R. F. Tcnno & Co. Washlu0'.on:
Brentanc-- . $1.25.)

Those familiar with W. W. Jacobs' "Mn.iy
Cargoes" will not be surprised in being told
that hib new story, "The Skipper's Woo
ing," is freighted with humor and benti-men- t

intermittently; that the flavor of the
salt set is preserved, and that a delightful
hour may be spent In following its cour-?3- .

In thiir story Mr. Jacobs shows us the cap-
tain of an English coasting vessel on show
pursuing, in his own peculiar way, a young
school teacher with the intention of

upon her his heart and hand and
asking hers as a fair return. The waters
might have been placid and the course into
thehaven of accomplishment unruffled, but
the captain's crew took a hand, with com
plications it may be imagined. But it is
impossible to regret that, for the rea lers
would otherwise have been cheated out of
an ."musingstory. In thesame volume isa
shorrer stoiy by the same author, "The
Browns' Man Servant." (New York: Fred-
erick Stokes Company. "Washington "Wil-
liam Ballantyne & Sons. $1.1

G. S. Gc.dkin displays in ''Stoiies From
Italy" a familiarity with the language, life
and geography of the land of sunshine as
well as a pleasant gift for interpsting nar-
rative. There are six. stories in the pretty
llttle blue and olive volume: "The Soldier
and the Monk," "The Lady of the Fortress,"
"Noblesse Oblige," "The Little Bersag-llere,- "

"The Duel and the Bodkin Letter."
(Chicago: A. G. McClurg & Co. "Washing-to-

"B cntaao. $1.25.)

LITERARY NOTES.

Readers of French revolutionary history
cannot but feel, an Interest in the writings
anterior, which pointed prophetically to
the great crisis. The historians are at
great pains to note the events which de-

noted the ultimate eruption, but they pass
over this curious and interesting phase.
Mine. DesJtacldlscovereda genius, who was
oppressed bj malignant enemies of his
time, but foretold the revolution. DTsraeli
preserves the facts In his '"Curiosities."
The man's name was Gulbert, who. iu
his commentary on Folard's ''Polybius,
published in 3 727, declared that 'a con
spiracy Is- actually forming in Europe, by
means at once so subtle and efficacioafe
that I am bony not to have come into the
world thirtv years later to witness its
lesult-- " If he hail been hern in 1757 thit
is'thlrty yean- later," he would have Im--

or an appreciative age in the days of tlie
"result.'

John Morley read the manuscript oC'Mr.
Isaacs'' for the Macmillans and advised
against its publication. In view or sub-
sequent events this establishes the 'nlllUl-i(- y

of another wise man's judgment.

This Is what Sarah Grand wrote to the
critic whomviewsd "The Beth Book" in the
London Daily Telegraph, and she had better
keep manifold copies by the hundred if she
expects to send one to every critic who
takes umbiage at her last work:

That you are or ancient lineage I am
wllllugEo admit, since jour putting in my
mouth words and sentiments not mine
shows you are inrected with the blood of
Ananias. That you should take yourself
to be a serious judge or art is a crime lor
which it Is palnrul to think you must oneday settle between you and your Uod; butthat you should write yourself down an

ugliest blow my arthasdealt me, and I take this opportunity to
publicly apologize for it.

For someliiexpllenble reason Dr. W. Rob-

ertson Nic-o- regards the obituary notlcs
as the test or a periodical. Perhaps the
best test Is how long its i.wn obituary may
be deferred. As he decs not regard ie
obituary column of the new magazine
"Literature" as quite up to par we may
hope for improvement in the probably

obituary of this publlcaSiou
itself.

Lady Mlllals, the widow of the well
known paintcr.lsdungerously ill with cancer
of the throat, the disease of which her
husband died. She was at one time tin
wire or John Ruskln, wlio when he round
thatshewas in love with hN friend Mlllnis,
whom he had brought to his house to pum-h-

poitiait, secured a divorce, without re
flection upon Mrs. Ruskin- - He apparently
borcneithsr his wife nor his friend any

for he attended their wedding. Some
say that he acted as best man, others that
he gave the bride-- away.

According to the Critic, Mr. Kipling is
said to have given permission to Miss Olga
Nethersole, the actress, tw dramatize hiu
story, "The Light That Failed ' Slie sin
scarcelylmproveon theadmlrableliuteplay
frcm tlti.- story which Courtenay Thorpe
acted so exquisitely when with Rosiua
Yokes.

Oscar Wilde has written a new French
play called "Pharaon" and a noeinf 100
sranzas dealing with a painful experi-
ence.

Apropos of the much-revile- d "Cbristiair-th- e

Bookman recalls Oscar Wilde's jeu
d'esprlt on Hall Calne In his clever paper,
"The Decay of Lying." It Is too good to
be lost sight of. "Mr. Hall Calne," he
says, "aims at the grandiose; he writes at
the top or his voice. He is so loud that one
cannot hear what he says."

Kipling declined payment from the
London Times for his poems, '"Our Lady ot
the Snows" and "'The Recessional." His
reason was that he would not take pay-ne-

for patriotic poems. He sent to tbe rimes
arter the appearance of Receeion-al- "

a poem entitled ''The JJestniyers,"
which described the action of torpedoes.
For this he would have accepted the usual
honorarium, but the editor of the Times
coi.sidered that it wouhl clah with the
fine and stately piece of veree which had
gone before it, and it was not accepted.

One of the roost popular books in Sweden
is Klnf. volume of poems, and this
because the poems are liked, not becau.--e
the poet isa king. The book has been a
great commercial success, which is uncom-
mon in Sweden, where literature and
journalism are poorly remunerated.

The Bookman begins a paragraph: "A
Reman Catholic writer in England, Dr.
Maurice Francis Egan." Dr. Egan is an
American, and is, we believe, in America,
aaii lit Washington at this time.

Jaitc--j Lane Allen has two exquisitely
benaUfnl fccnnets iu the Christmas Book
man: "Foij,ct Me, Death," and "Death,
Forget Me Not."

An English reader complains, and just-
ly, about a m.-is-s of advertisements fouud in.
some ordinary English books. He buys a
volume, measures with his eya its bulk, audsays, "I shall be a week reading this." and
he pays his 3 shillings, takes his volume
home, and finds firty-sl-x pages of adver-
tising.
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THELOSTGOLDOFTHEMONTEZUMAS.
?y t,W; Stoddard. Philadelphia:J..B. Llppmcott & Co. Washington:
Woodward & Lothrop. $1.50

THE GOLDEN NORTH. Bv C. R ' Turtle.Chicago: Hand, McNally& Co. "Was-
hington: All Booksellers.

A MANUAL OF MENTAL SCIENCE; or
Childhood, Itb Character and Culture-1J',J.;.A- .;

bowler. New York: Fowlerand Wells Company. Washington: W.H. Lowdermilk & Co. $1
THE BANQUET; Songs of Evolution. By

Frank Putnam. Chicago: The Blakely
Press.

THE BUD Y MASTER'S DAUGHTER. By
Alice Lee Moque. New Tork: G. WDillingham & Co. Washington: AllBooksellers. Paper, GO cents.

THE FREEDOM OF HENRY MEREDITH.
By M. Hamilton. Appletou's Town
and Country Librarv. Paper, 50 cents.

WHEN GREEK MEETS GREEK. By
Jobcph Hatton. Philadelphia: J. BLlpplncott & Co. Select aeries. Pa-
per, 50 tents.

TnE MAN OF LAST RESORT. By Mel-
ville Davidson Post. New York. G. P.Putnam's Sons. Hudson Library. Pa-
per, 50 cents.

MEG LANG HOLME. By Mrs. Moleworth.
Philadelphia: J. B. Llpplncott & Co.
Wasningtou: Brciitauo.

THREE PRETTY MAIDS. By Amv E.
Blanchard. Philadelphia: J. B. 'Llp-
plncott & Co. Washington: Brentano.

DOROTHY DRAYCOTT'S TOMORROW.
By Virginia F. Townscnd. Philadel-
phia: J.B. Lippincott & Co. $1.30.

COMMODORE BAINBRIDGE, From the
Gun Room to the Quarter DecK. By
James Barnes. New York: D. Apple-to- n

& Co. Washington: All Book-
sellers. $1.

BLOWN AWAY. A Nonsensical Narrative
Without Rhyme or Reuson. By Rich-
ard Mansneld. Boston: L. C. Pago &
Co. Washington: William Balluutyne
& Sons. $1.25.

A BOOK OF TRUE LOVERS. Short Stories
by Octave Thanet. Chicago: Way &
Williams. Washington: All Book-
sellers. $1.25.

SUEILAH MACLEOD. A Heroine of the
Back Blocks. By Guy Boothby. New
Yor: Frederick Stokes Company.
Washington: William Ballantyne ic
Sous. 75 cents

GOLDEN TREASURY OF AMERICA.
Songs and Lyrics. Boston: L. C. Page
& Co. Washington: Wiiliam Ballantyne
& Sons. $1.25.

FAIRY TALES. ByThomasDunn English.
New York: Frederick Stokes Company.
Washington: William Ballantyne &.

Sous. $1.25.
THE GOD YUTZ0.0F763, B.C. ByLord

"Gilhooley." Second edition. New
York: FrcderickStokesCo-nipunv- Wash-
ington: William Ballantyne & Sons.

NOTES AND QUERIES.

fWnatf Is the best Infantry tactics bool2
use?

The infantry drill regulations adbpted by
theUnlted States Army la layi.amLaniend- -'
ed occasionally since then.

V? a,,,es defeated In any of tfiabattles or the Crimean war.' S- - R.
They were repulsell at the attack; on

th" Rednn, on June IS, 185C. This w.is
then only real defeat.

Where can I learn about the divlples
keeping balnrdayand Sunday holy? J. U.K.

In any ecclesiastical cyclopaedic, you vdl
find the information you want, buch
cyclopaedias are large and costly fc"ee
also Acts xx. verse 7; and Act xvb, 4,
these references show that the dtscipus
observed both Sabbath and bunday.

hat was the cause that led to ultimatedefeat or the British in our Revolutionary
war? 2. Which Presidents he'uoi.m afterthexpiration of their terms as

1. The assislr.nce ot the French. 2
John Qulncy Auauif, as Represtmtat . la
Congress; Andrew Johnson Senator. John
Tyl-- w

How much land does the Government;
own on river banks? D. J- -

Tlie luiHed mie does not own any
Claud or. river banks, if a rjver isna iai : e
the Government controls it between th- -

high water lines on the sides ami nottir.g
can be done to .affect the river bet-R-

thtsTe lines witl.out the Govern. n ill's per-
mission. The middle ot a river's bed is
the line, where a river is the boundary ot
two Su tes, two countries, or two estates.

Please tell something about the nomads
commonly called "gypsies. From wiie.--o

did they originally come? 2. To wim race
or nation of people ilo they properK be-
long": i. WhailanguHgtf doiheyuse'J.U.

1. TUej were known iu hmor m
centurv, and are sppod to t e

or Hindu o.lgio. 2. Tbey are a ra- -

themselves --a wandering one. 3. A r
rnpt ban-xrrl- t diutecl, into which in. out
or all nations enters somewhat.

Will there be a postmaster o Greater
Now York, with assmtant, postmasters f r
the various burt.ughs, or wiH .
Long island City and other large fities
continue to have postmaterfcapu"iMlru oy
the President, as at present? i. Y. Z.

No one ki.ows as yet. A. CfuEe! iatat 3

law fortifds tbeconfolldatxw wltn another
pontolflce of a pestoffice located U a
county seat, so the Greater New Yor
cousolldatioi. i blocked, eo .far as fia
post offices are concerned- - But it wJl
be only temporao, as the needed legisla-
tion to permit conbotldatioa will bar by
have many opponents.

What year was New York chartered acity? 2. What length of ttae was sun-
burned in laying tbe AUantfc cable. U S.

Tbe slate genera! of Holland gai a
municipal goverciueut to New ni

In 1G52, which was proclaimed to S'uv-vesan- t,

governor of tfce New Netheriant"?,
on February S, 1653. The first English
charter wan given by Sir Tboatas Dongan,
April 22, 1GS6. L. The first attempt to lay
the cable was made betwsn Aog is j,ad
11, 1S57; the cable broke aad tbe atreo pt
was glron op until June, 1353. The rx.nd
attempt was made on June 27-2- 9 again
the cable lroke. On July 29, Bi.wevr,
the third attempt was made, tbe 1". S S
Ningara and H. M. S. Agaroemuon pro
ceeding together in the middle of the At-

lantic and then, splicing ami throwing
cable overboard, each started for its ima
shore. The Niagara landed Its ed f the
cable at Heart's Content, Newfuuii!anI,
the Agjmemnou hers at Vatentia, Ireland,
on August 5, 1S5S- - but the eabii .r ,ko
September 1. Seven years later in lbbS
the fourth attempt was made, with na
Great Eastern, the attempt lasted frna
July2f tr August 2. whea tbe cable br e
In July, 1S66. however, the fifth at r. ,pt
was successful, the Great Eastern lerc
Valencia on July 13. and landed at Ilea t'a
Content on Joly 27, 1388, and sin e 'l en
cable eommuulcatfon has been com ic in u.

Will you please give a brief I Mxry . r
Sea coatroversv tefweeu ttuscountry and England? Senior.

Tbe Behrlnir Sea controversy begm m.re
titan ten years ago. In 1S90 tne Norb.
American Commercial Company sacteede 1

the Alaska Commercial Company in trj
lORseof the Pribytoff or Seal Island, w n a
the right t take 100,000 seals on tnose isl-

ands each year. Meantime tbe Caaadian
scalers many, ifiMiimwt.or wtor retI- -

were owned by Americans, earned en tre
capture of seals by shooting them while
they wre swimming. It nas been elait. ed
that five seats were lost for every seal
picked up. In 1S01 the United State
claimed that Bebring Sen was a ' mare
clausum," or closed sea. la wnto'i only
Amerlcans-coui- enter. TheCamtdiias ..in-
jected t this claim and England supported
them. Both sides agreed oa a close ejn
from May 1S91 to May, 1&Q2. This was
extended, and both sides agreed t arbi-
trate the matter, and a roedtfc Vivendi was
arranged- - Under this 7,50b seals c.ld
be killed by the natives; bo one etse vuM
kill any. and both sales were to keep patrr.l
vessels in snesea to prevent poaching ij.e
court of arbitration met In Paris on .Mar. n
2?., 1S03, and on August 13 haiKt.it uvi n
its deetblon ia favor ot Great Brit . m in
every ca. It drew up regulation- - j, r
tne Bropt-- r rottUon aud preserution f
rh f or seal in or babttnall. recortu.- - ( t'
Behrinp Sea." and deckled that t ne T n.tel
States were liable la" damage for the seu-uret-

various Canadian vessels i tm tra
seasons of 1&90 and lyl. We h.nenc
paid the damages yet, tnoogto.

Were there any Germans m the a?le fSan Jacinto? Ifso,wbatweretb.iri m . ?
2. Is it true that in certain parts f Jan-i-
tremors (slight trentbiins or earth are M6
everyday? 3. Give a brief Olograph v .fPresident Dole, of Hawaii? I. Give a.
slwrt biography of Spreekles? 5. "Who
were the Moravians, some of the earl set-
tlors of South Carolina?

A full ot Uesas doe not sp.-i)- ;

of ay tiermans as helm? present t s,tl
Jacinto: but it is quite possible tl it s i

Germans were present. 2. In tit-- ' N rf u
sland" they are of very freoucn on

but we think not of dai' co
3. Sauford Ballard Dole, rtPresident of the republic of Hawaii, wis

Horn lu Hocolulu in of Ameri-
can missionaries. He studied at Wil-
liams Col lege.in Massachusetts In leiti-l-ei- j

then studied law and practiced in Honolulu
from 1S0S to 1SS7, when he became
.ihIrp of t&e stjpreine court. He was r r.

theprovfciona'eovernnseot.andwas
appointed President cf tte repnblit . July
1, lSCt. 4. Clans Spreckles wa b rn in
fTumturg about 1S30; came to San Fran-
cisco about 1850, and was a brewer un-- il

1S3. when he built a sugar reiiner
alKuS 1573 he went to Hawaii, smee then
ne has bcomc owner of a large erinery
in San Francisco, of vast cane plantations
In Hawaii He owns the Oceanic .ttt- - -- hip
line. Is a banker In Honolulo,and ..: hei wi e
Is nn important financial fat tor n the
Paclfio const. He lus a daughter
three sons. 5. TheMoravlaus w.-- f u

of the Moravian Caurth ifi lailv
called "The Unitei! Brethren " a hurth
which originated in Mora v It alx'.it 1722,
succeeding the more ancient .Moravian
CnurcU founded by John Hrsi, which v as
.rushed bv the Thirty Years war, and
became practically extinct about 1G70.
The Morav tanssettied In Georgia arnlsouth-er- n

South Carolina, In 1735, but removed to
Pennsvl-.arl- i, in 1740. wherethevfoundi'-- l

Hethlenem and Nazareth. Thes towi.s
were cinaged on the communlstH- - s.i ""' i .
the church owning every thing, aad pro
vldmg necessaries to its members. This
ystem was given up years ago, but the

ecclesiastical system of the church remains.
In 1S90 the Moravians numbered lft,4")7
communicants

t


